
The climate crisis has raised multiple social, economic, and environmental concerns as it remains one of the
world’s biggest challenges. As such, an effective framework of global governance may be key to its mitigation.
Global carbon dioxide emissions have continued to surge in the past five years, albeit several international
efforts, such as the creation of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the adoption of the Kyoto
Protocol in 1997, and the ratification of the Paris Agreement in 2015 (Nordhaus, 2018; Watts et al., 2020). As
climate change becomes of great concern due to its evidently considerable threats not only to one’s personal
and environmental health but also to a nation’s economic activity, it has evolved from receiving modest attention
into being a top priority on global policy agenda (Bernauer, 2013; Kahn et al., 2021). While efforts are certainly
being made, their unsatisfactory results call for greater emphasis on developing and committing to more
comprehensive strategies of governance with international dimensions to strengthen efforts and certain values
that are essential in combatting climate change (Campbell-Lendrum et al., 2007; Nordhaus, 2018).

 
Combatting Climate Change
Climate change has long resulted in a considerable amount of negative social, economic, and environmental
impact at the global level. Such a crisis may be characterized by its downstream effects wherein its impact on
environmental systems may cause further harm to both the human health and the economy (Watts et al., 2020).
Significant increases in global temperatures over the past half-century have undoubtedly contributed to changes
in the distribution of weather patterns — causing events such as threatening natural disasters that affect both
low-income as well as advanced economies (Kahn et al., 2021). Furthermore, such effects are often seen to be
disproportional, further revealing concerns that climate change continues to exacerbate long- standing trends of
socioeconomic inequalities between countries.

Multiple global efforts were made to help combat climate change.
1.In 1988, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, that has been subject to criticism since, was
established to oversee reviews and assess scientific, technical, and socio-economic information. Nordhaus (2018)
argues that reports by the panel examine only stylized trajectories loosely related to the policies, outputs, and
emission paths — giving little-to-no attention to systematic studies of no-policy outcomes.

 
2.The now-expired Kyoto Protocol was adopted in 1997; however, it is widely regarded as somewhat of a failure
as well as a fundamentally flawed agreement due to its features which have resulted in short-sighted behavior
and a path-dependent structure (Rosen, 2015). Grunewald & Martinez-Zarzoso (2015) have further argued that
even if involved countries were to achieve Kyoto targets, it still is insufficient in
combatting the crisis.

 
3.The Paris Agreement — a legally binding treaty adopted by 196 parties at the United Nations Climate Change
Conference with aims to tackle the issue of climate change — was ratified in the year 2015 and is still in place
today. However, many national efforts fall short of commitments that were made in the agreement (Watts et
al., 2020).

Political efforts by means of implementing a global treaty are progressing at a far slower pace than what is
deemed necessary (Bernauer, 2013). As such, it is important for governing bodies to build comprehensive
strategies of governance as they are essential to combat climate change.
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Changing the Framework of Global Governance
Global cooperation is required to face the challenges of climate change and address disparities that can be
traced to systemic problems. Per-capita emissions are disproportionately produced as wealthier countries tend
to have higher per-capita emissions and effects of those emissions are disproportionally distributed (Brath et
al., 2015). As such, less affected countries are not as incentivized to join global efforts, making the biggest
challenge be gathering enough countries to commit to long-sighted behavior to combat climate
change.

Currently, issues with the aforementioned global efforts have to do with difficulty in enforcing policies due to
noncooperation, the effectiveness of the policies made, and the lack of a binding agreement for emission
reductions since the expiration of the Kyoto Protocol. Thus, flexibility mechanisms seem to be the best option.
This mechanism will include cost-efficient mitigation efforts that, if performed well, will help governments be
more accepting of emission reduction targets as such a mechanism lowers greenhouse gas abatement costs
and is almost uncertainty- proof (Bernauer, 2013). Furthermore, there is much to learn on past global efforts,
and adopting a flexibility mechanism may fix failures of the Kyoto Protocol while providing some assurance
that national efforts do not fall short of commitments made in the Paris Agreement.

 
Ultimately, noncooperation and refusal due to noncooperation can undermine an entire global effort as there
may not be enough willingness to decrease harmful emissions due to being less incentivized. However, as most
countries have personal interests not to violate agreements they committed to, non-compliance becomes the
exception rather than the rule; thus, assuring that governments be more accepting of emission reduction
targets remains a top priority as a global solution (Bernauer & Böhmelt, 2013).

 
A good framework of global governance, which includes global solutions and partnerships, can aid in finding
more solutions to combat climate change. Enforcing some changes that focuses on widespread global
cooperation and strengthening values of peace and democracy between countries is an effective first step in
finding solutions that benefit all.

 
The rapid rise in global average temperatures — which can be primarily attributed to increasing concentrations
of greenhouse gases, CO2 in particular — becomes increasingly alarming due to its detrimental effects on
humanity and the environment (Bernauer, 2013; Brath et al., 2015). As the climate crisis continues to raise
substantial concerns, immediate action must be taken. Given the state of current climate policies, initiating
changes to achieve such objectives must come with much radical changes in ways humanity moves forward —
a change that involves satisfactory global governance, improved monitoring and regulation, better frames for
action, and provisions for future commitment to strengthening efforts as well as peace and democracy.
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