
I was surfing Facebook recently when I came across a picture on the official Facebook page of BBC Hausa. There
was an image, before the image there was a disclaimer that the pictures could be disturbing. And they were, more
than the disclaimer cared to spill. Six carcasses of giraffes, emaciated and spiralled, lay somewhere at the outskirts
of Eryib village of Kenya. They were killed by drought which is itself an aftereffect of climate change. The image
was so disturbing that I went back online looking for more on it. The headline of AP News on the tragedy still stands
in mind: ‘If they die, we all die’. 

 
We might be so careless to consider this as a tragedy falling on some animals in the bush. But that is the most
dangerous assumption to carry. Because, as the above headline of AP News dispels, if they die we die. The tragedy
speaks volumes on where we are and where we are heading to on the "how bad' scale of climate change. In it there
is a telling warning that climate change is a reality, a reality that if nothing is done, chances are we'll end up like
our distant cousins (the giraffes) that died in the bush. And this is already happening. 2.1 million Kenyans are facing
starvation today, thanks to drought fuelled almost solely by climate change. 

 
In Nigeria, where I was born and where I reside, drought and desertification have been the biggest catalyst, if not
the basic ingredient, for the farmer-herder crisis that engulfed the country. As desert encroaches southward,
herders are forced to go inner south for pastures. And that is where the clashes start as famers see the herders as
invaders of their farmlands. 

 
It does not matter where one is from for him to be affected by climate change. For example, Africa, according to the
UN, contributes only 4 percent of global CO2 emissions, but still it is affected in equal scale by climate change as
highly industrialized countries with emissions as high as the USA or China. It matters, however, where climate
change solutions are made and where they are aimed to. For example, it would fairly be ridiculous to suggest
solutions that perfectly work in New York to a village in Northern Nigeria. Hence, we must tailor our solutions
according to the location, people and their basic social equation. And this is what calls for partnerships. How do
they, however, factor into the bigger picture of combating climate change? They help open viable, new and
previously unopened routes towards climate action. 

 
Two important places—especially in the context of Africa—I would cite to drive this point home are (a) collaboration
with religious leaders and (b) engaging traditional rulers and . Let me take them one after the other. 

 

A. Religion: Karl Marx, Nietzsche and other great thinkers in the last one-and-a-half century have all prophesied the  
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death of religion with people like Voltaire giving it not more than fifty (50) years for a complete and irreversible
death. But as Adrian Woodridge weaved in his essay, 'God is Back', this is far from what is manifesting today.
Societies are becoming more and more religious. From India to Russia to the Middle East, religion is becoming
stronger and mightier. But God may be back in those places, in Africa He has not gone anywhere. For this, religion
is a good carrier for dissipating the gospel of climate action. To put how partnership with religious leaders can
influence the fight with climate change in context, let me draw an example from the case of Nigeria. 

 
Religion in Nigeria dictates almost everything in Nigeria. Conflicts, fights, policies formulations and even power
tussles. Numerous conflicts in the country are attributed to religion. This is not to mention conflicts by terrorists
groups such as Boko Haram. It goes down to love, discourses and even health. According to the Poll conducted by
NOI Polls, 28 percent of Nigerians believed they were protected from COVID-19. 42 percent out of this number
believed they were protected because they were believers in God. With this level of belief, there is a silent, perhaps
even roaring, power in the garbs of religious leaders. And that power is a potential that can be exploited to save the
world by furthering climate action. This is, from experience, more than possible. 

 
For example, vaccination against polio disease was so detested in Northern Nigeria that people preferred letting
their children vulnerable to the crippling disease than taking it. This was because of the purported claims that the
vaccine was a larger agenda of the world Christians to reduce the Muslim population of the North. How did it come
to be accepted? Through religious leaders. People like the Sultan of Sokoto (the spiritual leader of Nigeria's
Muslims) endorsed it, and that significantly reduced the way it was hated. The same can be done about climate
change. 

 
B. Traditional rulers: another important class, at least in the context of Africa, is that of traditional rulers. Chiefdoms,
kingdoms, emirates and other monarchical establishments are still reigning in (especially) Africa. William S Files in
his paper, “Traditional Rulers and Development Administration: Chieftaincy in Niger, Nigeria ana Vanuatu," asserted
that traditional rulers in Africa are “intermediaries between government and populace.” Not only that, but the 
traditional ruler is also the ombudsman, the peacemaker and the safety valve for the populace. Imagine what
partnership with them could influence climate action! 

 
To sum up, climate change is real. It is a global concern hence it can only be solved by global solutions. These
solutions, however, must be designed to effectively adapt to the environment they are being applied to. Here, new
partnerships should be brought in place by considering local conditions. This is what dictates whether peace,
democracy and sustainability can thrive. 
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