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A solidarity travel fund to support the participation of
JEFers to statutory events

Submitted by the Executive Board of JEF Europe

In the context of JEF Europe’s continued focus on supporting wide participation in its events,
on maintaining the sustainability of its sections across Europe, and taking into account that
attending JEF Europe’s events - and particularly statutory events - is disproportionately
expensive for some JEFers and member sections, prohibiting active involvement in JEF
Europe, JEF Europe has established a solidarity travel fund.

JEF-Europe,

e Recalling that JEF Europe has had a Solidarity Fund since 2018, to allow participants
with fewer opportunities to get reimbursed for attending JEF Europe events;

¢ Noting that since its establishment, participants from across Europe have consistently
been applying for support from the Solidarity Fund and the Executive Board of JEF
believes that this has helped empower and include more people, from more
countries, in the work of JEF Europe;

e Emphasising that full participation of all our members, individual and sections, in the
democratic structures and network activities of JEF Europe is of crucial importance
for the development, strength and sustainability of our movement;

e Considering the high socio-economic disparity in Europe as well as between
individual JEF Europe members;

e Considering that the disparity in size and financial resources of national sections has
grown over time;

e Convinced that participation at JEF Europe events is an important facilitator for the
support our network can give to smaller sections;

e Noting that several sections, in the past, were unable to participate at JEF Europe
statutory events for financial reasons;

e Considering that participation at JEF Europe events is an important part of the JEF
experience and motivates volunteers on the local, regional, national, and European
level;

e Taking note of the solidarity mechanisms introduced by other youth organisations,
such as the European Youth Forum, LYMEC, the Erasmus Student Network or
AEGEE;
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JEF Europe therefore:

1.

Welcomes the continued operation of the Solidarity Fund by the Executive Board,
financed through its annual budget;

Supports wide participation from all over Europe to its activities, and primarily to its
statutory events, by striving to make the Solidarity Fund more accessible;

Calls on the Executive Board to adopt guidelines as the basis for allocating Solidarity
Fund monies, which establish in a transparent manner how JEFers and sections can
ask for support and how requests are evaluated by the Executive Board and
Secretariat;

Calls on the Executive Board to works towards financing the Fund with contributions
from private donors;

Requests that the Executive Board reports on the execution of the Solidarity Fund
and the application of its governance rules during the statutory meeting in which it
reports on the accounts of JEF Europe;

Requests that the Executive Board recommend an appropriate size for theFund in the
context of the presentation and approval of JEF Europe’s annual budget;

Requests that the Executive Board further explore the means to ensure a sustainable
financial framework concerning statutory meetings, with a long-term aim of providing
travel reimbursement to all delegates



